[image: image1.png]



Mary and Joseph  (Luke 1:26-56, Matthew 1:18-24)
Main Point: God graciously invites people who believe in Him to be part of His plan.

Key Verse: The Lord does not look at things that man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart. - I Samuel 16:7

Materials:  A cardboard heart with the message “God has a plan for you!” written on it and foil to wrap the heart in. *Make sure the heart is wrapped in foil before the lesson begins.*

Personal Connection:

· Say:  In today’s lesson, we learned how Jesus’ earthly parents, Mary and Joseph, discovered how they were going to be a part of one of the most important stories in the Bible.  We also learned that from the world’s standards, Mary and Joseph were neither famous nor important.  However, God saw something in their hearts that pleased Him.  He had a special plan for them both.

· Leader, please feel free to tell about a time when you did something that was important to God but not to the world.
Hands on Application:

· Have one of the children read aloud 1 Samuel 16:7.
· Say:  I want to look at this verse a little more closely. The first few words of this verse say, “The Lord does not look at the things that man looks at.” Hold up the heart wrapped in foil.
· Say:  This heart has a special message on it. Hold up the heart in front of the group. Who wants to read it for me? Have the kids try to read the message.   The group will say that nothing is written on it.
· Say:  So, you don’t think there’s a message on here? Let’s continue to read the next few words of 1 Samuel 16:7. It says, “Man looks at the outward appearance.” When I told you there was a message on the heart and I asked you to read it, you just looked at the outward appearance, the foil.   

· Say:  The last few words of 1 Samuel 16:7 say, “But the Lord looks at the heart.”  Remove the foil from the heart and read to the group the message “God has a plan for you!”  

Group Discussion:

· Say:  God wants to use us for His purpose and plan. He also wants us to know that we may not always see things the way He sees them. God’s ways are much higher than our ways! 
· Say:  What are you going to do to make sure you are seeing people and situations with God’s eyes? Possible answers: I will remember how God can and will use anyone. I will treat others the way I want to be treated. I will pray for others who are weak, ignored, or in trouble.
· Say:  Ask God to help you see others the way He does.

Conversation with God (Prayer):

· In today’s prayer, pray over the group’s vision. Pray that they will learn to see things through God’s eyes and not their own eyes. Fill in prayer journal and close in prayer. 
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